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To kick off our Church celebration, the 175th Team designed and sold a special wooden ornament to commemorate the
year. 
These are still available if you are interested in purchasing.
In January Della Wilder and family created 200 Teacher Survival Kits that were handed out to the Freeland Community
School District teachers! They received a poem and bag of treats to help start the new school year!
In February, seventeen different volunteers handed out 1800 bags of Hershey’s Hugs, Kisses, and Smiley face stickers. 
The baggies also included a card with the church information about our celebration.  The response from the community
was unexpected, from the joy that was spread to the monetary donations we received - the community responded with
appreciation as we shared God's love with them. The donations we received were redirected to the schools for
additional classroom supplies.
In March, we blessed our community medical facilities with a shamrock plant and a card. Twenty-four shamrock plants
were blessed and delivered to Freeland medical offices for St. Patrick’s Day!
In April, we took care-packages to our Assisted Living Homes. The packages included word searches, coffee tray
puzzles, crossword puzzles and other fun things that they might be able to do in their rooms during times of isolation.
In May, we had a "Spring-has-Sprung project." We organized a clean-up group and "spruced up" the grounds of the
church.
In June, we supported the One Week One Street Mission Project, in Saginaw. We partnered with Auburn UMC, Saint
Agnes Catholic Church, and the District Youth Group to provide lunch. A total of 293 bagged lunches with a beverage
were handed out to our community.
In July and August, we collected school supplies and packed 135 backpacks that were distributed at the Dave Mead
Concert. Jennifer Huckeby delivered additional school supplies to elementary and middle schools.
The Dave Mead Concert was amazing! We are thankful for all the community support that we had for this event and
what a memorable evening it was. The Public Libraries of Saginaw participated by reading books and providing a craft.
Any monetary donations we received benefited a Scholarship Fund that the Church is establishing in honor of former
teacher and member Lyndell Kintner and Bruce Ward. 
All year we have been collecting food for the Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Basket distribution that takes place at
the Church. 
It truly has been a wonderful year of celebration of mission and ministry as we continue to find new ways to engage
with the community by sharing God's love with all people!  We give thanks for the support of the members of the
church and the response of the community to partner with us for each event.
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In the interview with Carl Miller from Freeland Living Magazine, Maria Callahan
commented that serving on the 175th Anniversary Team has been a new beginning
for her faith. In many ways this celebratory year has been a multitude of new
beginnings for our congregation. The COVID-19 pandemic challenged us to think
outside of the box. We have learned to worship and do ministry in ways we never
considered before, including sitting in our cars to worship safely on Christmas Eve
in 2020, as we concluded around the creche in the church lawn while singing
"Silent Night." We paused our "normal" patterns of life, ministry and worship,
including Egg Roll Sales because it just was not safe. Yet, in the midst of these
difficult times, the church has rose to the challenge of becoming more mission
minded and community focused. The initial efforts of the 175th Committee to
provide an engaging missional opportunity each month led to a new Missions
Team. We give thanks for those who have been instrumental in coordinating
missional efforts in years past and we are excited to continue into 2022 by
continuing these monthly missional focuses. Also as a congregation, we began an
intentional commitment to Ministry Shares, by giving 10% of our received
donations toward Ministry Share Payments.

Planning such a milestone in a pandemic year has stretched each of the members
of the 175th Committee as we tried to remain faithful to the celebration and safety
of our gathered body. God's Spirit has been evident in many of the ways we have
been inspired, stretched, and strengthened for each piece of this year of ministry.
The 175th Celebration could not have come together without each of the members
of the committee and without participation from the congregation.  The church
gives thanks for the leadership and planning of Maria Callahan, Heidi Lentz, Greg
Semp and Della Wilder! It was a tremendous team of energy and enthusiasm,
passion and purpose. 

It has been an honor to serve a church with such longevity in such a time as this.
The stretching of this past year has caused us to know God's presence more deeply
and calls us onward to perfection. I give thanks for the pioneers of the past and
celebrate the pioneers of this generation who will be tasked with the opportunity
to continue this faithful ministry for generations to come.  

Together in Ministry,
Rev. Kayla Roosa
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